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SUBJECT: HMG CONCERN OVER STATUS OF BRITISH COMMANDER OF 
SPECIAL MOBILE FORCE 

1 . IN COURSE COURTESY CALL JUNE 16, NEW BRITISH HIGH COMMISSIONER 
ALEC WARD MENTIONED THAT FIRST DIFFICULT PROBLEM HE WILL HAVE TO 
WRESTLE WITH IS FUTURE STATUS OF COLONEL BERRY, BRITISH ARMY 
OFFICER SECONDED HERE AS COMANDER, SPECIAL MOBILE FORCE (DEPUTY 
COMMANDER IS ALSO A BRITISH OFFICER). PRIME MINISTER RAMGOOLAM 
AND MAURITIAN GOVERNMENT IN GENERAL RELY ON THIS 400-MAN. WELL- 
TRAINED AND WELL-EQUIPPED FORCE AS THEIR ULTIMATE RESOURCE 

TO MAINTAIN INTERNAL SECURITY. IN VIEW OF RECENT COUP IN 
SYECHELLES (WHERE BRITISH POLICE OFFICERS WERE SECONDED) HMG 
IS CONCERNED THAT BRITISH OFFICERS MIGHT FIND THEMSELVES IN 
DIFFICULT DECISION-MAKING SITUATIONS IN CASE OF A COUP ATTEMPT 
OR OTHER SERIOUS DISORDERS REQUIRING INTERVENTION BY SMF. CHAIN 
OF COMMAND IS NOT CLEAR. THOUGH BERRY COULD SAFELY CARRY OUT 
ORDERS RECEIVED FROM MAURITIAN POLICE COMMISSIONER OR 
ACTING PRIME MINISTER IN RAMGOOLAM'S ABSENCE. BUT IN A 
FLUID SITUATION, WITH INTERNAL COMMUNICATIONS POSSIBLY CUT, 

BRITISH OFFICERS COULD FIND THEMSELVES IN MIDDLE OF A TOUGH 
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SITUATION WITHOUT AUTHORITY TO ACT. 

2. WARD SAID THIS SUBJECT HAS BEEN RAISED WITH RAMGOOLAM 
IN LONDON. BUT HE HAS NOT YET SEEN REPORT OF CONVERSATIONS. 

RAM APPARENTLY IS RELUCTANT TO SEE BRITISH OFFICERS 
REPLACED BY MAURITIAN COMMANDERS. AS HE WOULD THEN HAVE TO 
TRUST LATTER TO BE LOYAL TO HIM AND HIS GOVERNMENT, WHEREAS 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 

HE HAS NO FEARS ON THAT SCORE WITH REGARD TO BRITISH. FURTHER- 
MORE, BRITISH OFFICERS HERE (AND PERHAPS RAMGOOLAM AS WELL) 

DO NOT BELIEVE THERE IS AS YET ANY MAURITIAN OFFICER 
QUALIFIED AND CAPABLE OF COMMANDING SMF. BRITISH ALSO HAVE 
LOW OPINION OF CAPABILITIES OF MAN SLATED TO REPLACE POLICE 
COMMISSIONER FULENA WHEN LATTER RETIRES IN FALL. 

KEELEY 
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